
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    CONTACT: 
February 17, 2009     Tina Veal-Gooch 
       Director of Public Relations 
       903.794.3651 ext. 1013 
 

TISD CAMPUSES RECEIVE STATE AND NATIONAL RECOGNITION  
FOR STUDENT PERFORMANCE;  

 
DISTRICT RECEIVES AEP SWEPCO ENERGY INCENTIVE  

Texarkana, TX – During their Tuesday, February 17, 2009, regular session of 
the Texarkana Independent School District Board of Trustees, TISD was awarded 
$6,600 in incentives from the AEP SWEPCO SCORE Program for installation of energy 
efficient equipment in renovation and new construction projects in 2008.  

 
“Through our involvement in the Texas SCORE Program, TISD works toward 

identifying the districts’ least energy-efficient facilities and develops a master plan in 
order to take the best approach toward reducing the district’s energy bills,” commented 
Ken Reese, Chief Operating Officer.  “By doing so, we provide an example to our 
students that we can do our part to conserve energy just as we ask them to do their part 
by turning off lights when they are not being used.” 

 
Other TISD Board of Trustees recognitions were to several campuses for recent 

awards received from state organizations.   
 
Highland Park Elementary, Nash Elementary and Wake Village Elementary were 

three of 134 schools statewide that were recognized for Distinguished Performance for 
Title I, Part A by the Texas Education Association.  These schools received the 
acknowledgement based on the following criteria:  achieved an Exemplary rating in 
2008; achieved an Exemplary or Recognized rating in 2006 and 2007; Met Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) during the last two years; has been a Title I school for the past 
four years and are 40% or more low socio-economic status.   

 
Additionally, the National Center for Educational Achievement (NCEA) awarded 

Highland Park Elementary and Spring Lake Park Elementary with the distinction of 2008 
Just for Kids Higher Performing School.  Schools selected for this award were shown to 
have student performance in the top 5% in Texas as measured by the NCEA’s College 
and Career Readiness Benchmarks in math, reading and science or by the Texas 
Education Association’s Commended Standards in social studies and writing. 

 
“We are so very proud of the students and staff of these campuses that were 

recognized this evening,” stated Dr. James Grant, President of the TISD Board of 
Trustees.  “TISD continually strives to reach higher academic success and for these 
schools to be named top performers by the TEA and NCEA it shows that our students 
are the best anywhere.” 
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